
W0MG MEETING MINUTES 2011.05.14 
 

The May 2011 meeting of the Northeast Iowa Radio Amateur Association (NIRAA) was held at 7:00 pm at the 
Waterloo Red Cross Center, 14 May 2011. 
 
President, Chuck Angel (WØALO), called the meeting to order at about 7:04 pm and passed a sign-up sheet around 
for all in attendance to sign.   
 
Signing in were: 

Don Russell, Joe Heoepfner, Craig Hoepfner, Dick Nelson, Don Talaska, Tom Bicket, Dave Knittel, Bruce 
Oestereich, Dave Berry, Raynard Engel, Pete Lilja, James Stumme, John Peacock, Stan Johnson, Nathan 
Fisher, Curtis Wilson, Wendell Wagner, Chuck Angel. 

 
The Secretary’s report from the April meeting was approved. 
 
The Treasurer report was given by Treasurer Dave Berry.  As of April 30, 2011, we had $183.00 in our general fund 
and $1,209.28 in our Savings Account.  Dave also heard that from Dave Knittel, K0CQH, that ARRL has available 
liability insurance and he had requested a quotation from them. They have an annual minimum premium of $320.00. 
Our current insurer, Marsh (in Des Moines) will no longer be represented by ARRL as of June 1 but our policy is in 
effect through  2012.  Dave has written to another company requesting a quote and, if it is significantly less that what 
we are currently paying, we can cancel the current policy and get a refund. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Field Day, 25 June: 
 
Dick mentioned that if Chuck is still planning to contact the local news media to attend Field Day, that we should 
dress a bit professionally and perhaps comb our hair etc. to project a good image of the club. 
 
Dave (K0CQH) brought up that in the past we have provided the meat for the potluck and suggested we again pay for 
meat and hot dog buns along with the pop.  A motion was made and approved to do so. 
We are still planning to operate two stations plus a VHF station.  Dave is asking for a “crew chief” for each station 
who would be responsible for making sure all the necessary equipment is available for their respective station. Stan is 
still planning on providing all three antennas as well as the 6m and 2m radios.  It is expected this will be all finalized 
at the May meeting. 
 
We will operate from 1–5 P M and set-up will begin around 10 AM at Lookout Park in Cedar Falls (same location as 
last year).. 
 
NNW LINK PROGRESS: 
Work is continuing with Chris (N0CF) to get his repeater back up. Racom has agreed to let him put it on the KXEL 
tower.  In the mean time, Chuck has a method of monitoring the net on 146.550 simplex, (192.8 PL) which is linked to 
the repeater in Gilman on 444.150 MHz. 
 
FIVE SULLIVAN BROTHER SPECIAL EVENTS STATION (W0FSB): 
Curtis Wilson mentioned the Five Sullivan Brothers special event station would be on the air over the Memorial Day 
weekend and they are looking for more operators.  Anyone interested should contact him. 
 
INFORMATIONAL: 

1. Tom Bicket put an icon on our website to indicate band conditions.  It changes as often as once per hour. 
2. A repeater directory has also been added to the website. 
3. Tom has also added a secondary APRS i-Gate at his house. 

 
NMS CLASSES AT EOC: 
Chuck said the EOC is interested in how many people would be interested in taking the NMS classes at the EOC if 
offered.  He is recommending we all take, at a minimum, the ISO-100, ISO-200, and ISO-700 courses; the ISO-100 
for certain. It looks like we would have at least six people interested and Chuck will pass the info along to EOC. 
 
A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn. 
 
The evening’s presentation was done by Don Russell on amateur radio in the computer world. 
 
Submitted by Richard Nelson, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


